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FREE ELECTRIC SHUTTLE RIDES IN GREATER DOWNTOWN HB
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On July 13, the City launched our new, FREE micro transit service in the
greater downtown area through a partnership with Circuit. This new HB shuttle
service pilot program was deployed to improve mobility and help reduce the
City's carbon footprint. The service area includes 1.5 square miles exclusively
in the Downtown, and rides can be accessed utilizing the “Ride Circuit” app.
Watch a demonstration video here and check out our service map online.

The pilot program will extend through December 12, and hours of operation are
Monday-Saturday from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sunday from 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
The City will monitor the usage of the program closely to assess ridership
statistics. 

https://youtu.be/u9IBU0xD2MY
https://www.ridecircuit.com/huntington-beach
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4th Annual Citizens academy starts september 1

The City of Huntington Beach is now offering its fourth, citywide Citizens
Academy, a nine-week program designed to teach residents and business
owners about the City and the services it provides.

Starting the evening of September 1, participants will meet with City Council
members, department heads and staff to learn about how decisions are made,
how city funds are allocated, and how each department operates.  The program
will also incorporate tours of city facilities, discussions about future plans for
the City, and conclude with a graduation ceremony at the November 2 City
Council meeting.

The program will encourage public involvement and will be free of charge.
Space is limited! For more information or to apply, contact Julie Toledo at
714.536.5577 or julie.toledo@surfcity-hb.org. Applications will be due
Friday, August, 13. Click here for application, schedule and flier. 

*Due to the popularity of the program there is a limit of one participant per
household or business.

https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/announcements/announcement.cfm?id=1611
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/announcements/announcement.cfm?id=1611
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MAYOR'S HB EXCELLENCE AWARD

The Mayor’s HB Excellence Award was created to effectively and appropriately
recognize City employees who go above and beyond the call of duty.  This
month, Elisabeth Ferguson in our Finance Department checks all these boxes
and embodies the characteristics of the Mayor’s Award.
 
This past year, Elisabeth has gone above and beyond for the City all while
having a smile on her face. She has taken on numerous tasks and been an
active contributor to deploying the City’s new program, Accela. 

Elisabeth has not only been training individuals in the Business Licensing
Department, but also other departments on Accela. Her training has been so
detailed and flawless our Police Department has requested that she guides
them as well – to which she happily obliges. Elisabeth does not only
demonstrate our six core values she exceeds them with content. Congrats and
thank you for all that you do to help make our city even better, Elisabeth!
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CHEFS OF HUNTINGTON BEACH - BEALE'S TEXAS BBQ

"Low and Slow!" Brothers Brett and Roshawn Beale made their way to
Huntington Beach's Peter's Landing with their restaurant - Beale’s Texas BBQ!
Their establishment won "Best New Restaurant" courtesy of an online vote
during the Huntington Beach Chamber of Commerce annual Best of Awards.
Expansion plans and new menu additions are already in the works! Click here
to watch them in action making their signature brisket and peach cobbler! 

https://youtu.be/wMMqkCOTLaA


The Community Risk Reduction, Marine Safety, and Fire Operations Divisions
provided valuable information on marine and fire safety to kids in the Sand
Crab Junior Lifeguard Program and Catalyst Kids Program. 

• Lifeguards from the Marine Safety Division explained the importance of
checking in at the lifeguard tower and how to identify rip currents.  

• Community Risk Reduction staff read the “Stop, Drop, and Roll” storybook
and talked about smoke alarms and the importance of a home fire escape
plan.  

• Fire Operations crews showed off firefighting equipment and
demonstrated how to put out a fire with a fire extinguisher. And of course,
they demonstrated how to Stop, Drop, and Roll. 
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HBFD Junior Lifeguard Program Recap

The last two weeks of the HBFD Junior
Lifeguard Program was filled with learning for
all participants. With bigger surf and sunny
days, it was an opportunity to check out all
the great aspects of the Huntington Beach’s
public service.  HB1 pilots stopped by for an
explanation of HB1 and its many uses. The
Sand Crabs got to watch HB1 land and take
off, as well as a rescue demonstration from
the helicopter to the water. 

HB1 Pilots sharing
stories with HBFD
Junior Lifeguards

All of the HBFD Junior Lifeguard groups were
able to get in the water and experience the
south side current. Most of the groups were
able to start at a southern tower, like Tower
13 and float to Tower 7 within minutes. The
program instructors took the opportunity to
teach their groups about beach operations as
well as watching it in action.

The third week was preparation for Picture
Day and the Hot Dog BBQ, the program’s
opportunity to have parents meet their child’s
instructor. Picture Day is when all the
program participants, except the Sand Crabs
and the Beach Rangers, take the panoramic
photo. It takes over the area between Tower 3
Tower 5. In order for the younger Junior
Lifeguards to stay engaged, the C Group
Leaders prepare a skit to entertain them. This
year’s theme was Medieval Times. Later that
night over 1500 hot dogs were served. The
line was down to the service road, but the
reward was meeting the HBFD Junior
Lifeguard instructors, who were busy cooking,
serving, or running games. It was also the
perfect arena to showcase the 2021 Captains
Corps.

Mr. Martin and the 2021
Captains Corps serving

desserts during the Picture
Day and Hot Dog BBQ
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Junior Lifeguard Program Recap

Special thank you to Toyota
for donating the new nautical
flagpole to the Junior
Lifeguard Program. Special
thank you to Junior Lifeguard
Alia Pasternak for her Bat
Mitzvah creative project of
raising funds for the new
event flags.

The new nautical flagpole
and event flags, located in
front of the Maritme Safety
Training Center, have added
a new level of communication
and excitement. Each day a
flag is flown symbolizing that
a specific age group will be
participating in an important
event that day.

The project was showcased
this past week when the
green flag and the white flag
were hung for the A group
event and the Captains One
Mile swim.

Marine Safety Battal ion Chief Leach,
Division Chief McCoy,  Soojie Kuroda from

Toyota,  Mayor Kim Carr ,  Al ia Pasternak,
Fire Chief Haberle,  Captain Foxcroft
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Junior Lifeguard Program Recap

Another group joining the fun was the Beach Rangers. There are 26 children
who got to experience the beach with HBFD Lifeguards. They got to do relay
races and play in the surf. This week they are checking out the harbor beach,
Seabridge. Most of the children in the program do not go to the beach on a
regular basis, so this program allows them to check out their city.

-The last weeks have gone by quickly. Session One Sand Crabs will finish this
week. Session Two Sand Crabs will start next week. The HBFD Junior
Lifeguard Program is almost half way done. The Beach Rangers will get
another week in the harbor. The coming weeks will go by faster with the B
Group whale watching and C Group tide pools.
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Strike team deployment

On July 15, HBFD firefighting personnel were deployed on OES Engine 416 to
assist with the Bootleg Fire in Oregon. OES Engine 416 has been reassigned
to assist with the Dixie Fire in Northern California.

Then, on July 15, HBFD sent a single resource deployment to assist with the
Dixie Fire. Five days later, HBFD firefighting personnel were deployed on
Engine 45 to assist with the Dixie Fire.

Although we assist our fellow firefighters outside Surf City, Huntington Beach
Fire Stations remain fully staffed to serve the City.



Public Notice / Intent to Adopt Negative Declaration No. 20-002 for Gisler
Residential

A Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) will be available for public review
and comment for 20 days starting on Thursday, July 22 and ending August 10,
at 5pm. This MND analyzes the potential for environmental impacts associated
with a request to construct 85 single-family residences on a 13.9 acre site
located at 21141 Strathmoor Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92646 (west side,
south of Bluefield Drive). 

Please visit the city website for complete information and to review the draft
Mitigated Negative Declaration: 
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/planning/major/m
ajor-projects-view.cfm?ID=105

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
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https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/planning/major/major-projects-view.cfm?ID=105


Short-Term Rental Permit Deadline 
October 1, 2021

The final approval of Ordinance No. 4224
(Short Term Rentals) went into effect on
February 19, 2021. The STR Permit Fee was
adopted on March 1, 2021.  Short Term Rentals
are allowed in designated zones as determined
by this ordinance. Please read these key points
for reminders about upcoming deadlines and
brief summary of some of the provisions:  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
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COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT DIVISION

· City is divided into two zones: Zone 1 – properties within the City,
excluding Sunset Beach; Zone 2 – properties within Sunset Beach
· Hosted/owner-occupied Short-Term Rentals (STRs) are allowed in
Huntington Beach (Zone 1) and Sunset Beach (Zone 2)
· Short-Term Rental permits must be obtained by October 1, 2021, for all
current STRs, or enforcement will commence
· Un-hosted/owner un-occupied STRs are allowed in Sunset Beach (Zone
2) only if a permit is applied by October 1, 2021. After this date, STRs in
Sunset Beach must be hosted/ owner-occupied

For more information, please contact the Planning and Zoning counter at (714)
536-5271 or email permitcenter@surfcity-hb.org or on the city website:
https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/planning/short-
term-rentals-in-hb.cfm

https://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/government/departments/planning/short-term-rentals-in-hb.cfm
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LIBRARY SERVICES EVENTS
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 Join other fans of romance books at the
online Central Library Book Club, coming up
on Tuesday, August 3 from 7 to 8 p.m. This
month’s title, What you Wish For, by
Katherine Center, tells the tale of school
librarian Samantha and the new principal
Duncan, who knew each other at another
school in another life. This time, things are
different for them romantically, but opposite
goals for the good of the school send their
school’s community into chaos. Can their
love survive? All adults aged 18 and up are
invited to share thoughtful discussion on this
exciting book pick. 

Back in May of 2020, the FOTL began
offering free live Virtual Author Events via
Zoom. These wildly successful and popular
programs have since become a favorite with
Friends members – in addition to featuring
conversations with prominent authors, there
were book give-a-ways and door prizes
offered at each event. 

Registration is required for this virtual event, as there are only a limited number
of “seats” available. The event URL will be sent to the e-mail address provided
during registration, which can be completed by clicking here
https://hbpl.libcal.com/event/7326159.

The FOTL will be taking a short hiatus from this program during the month of
August, but will return in September with their last Virtual Author Event on
Zoom.  Then, beginning in October, the series will resume its pre-Covid in-
person status! More information on these events will be publicized in future City
Manager’s Newsletters, and will also be featured on the Friends’ new, revised
website at www.fotlhb.com.

https://hbpl.libcal.com/event/7326159
https://hbpl.libcal.com/event/7326159.
http://www.fotlhb.com/


This summer the Huntington Beach Library’s Teen Book Club takes on a
colorful new twist by centering on the graphic novels, comics, and manga loved
by all! Join other graphic novel enthusiasts on Wednesday, July 28 at 
6 p.m. for an extra special online session of the Teen Graphic Novel Book Club
featuring a visit with graphic novelists Remy Lai & Laura Gao! 

Teens of all ages are invited to visit the TeenSpace’s virtual hangout to watch
these amazing artists in action as they draw together, answer questions about
comics, art, and the life of a graphic novelist. They will also talk about their
upcoming new books, Pawcasso and Messy Roots: A Graphic Memoir of a
Wuhanese-American! 

To see more of their work, check them out on Twitter at @Remy_Lai and
@heylauragao. To sign up for this virtual event, click here
https://hbpl.libcal.com/event/7939437. A link to the event will be sent to the e-
mail provided during registration.
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YOUTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT – TEEN EVENTS

https://twitter.com/Remy_Lai
https://twitter.com/heylauragao
https://hbpl.libcal.com/event/7939437
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BRANCH NEWS 
SOFT OPENINGS AT HELEN MURPHY, BANNING AND OAK VIEW 

Soft Openings now offered at Helen Murphy,
Banning and Oak View Branches

In addition to picking up their holds during
Sidewalk Service hours, patrons can now visit
three of the branch libraries inside for services
like browsing, getting a new library card, and
reference assistance! Call the individual branch
to inquire about any additional services
available.

Helen Murphy Branch, 714 375-5006
Open Monday and Wednesday 2-6 and new
extended hours Friday 9-1

Banning Branch, 714 375-5005
Open Tuesday 2-6 and Thursday and Saturday
9-1.

Oak View Branch, 714 375-5068
Open Tuesday and Thursday 10-4 
** Effective August 1, open Monday through
Friday 10-4.

The Main Street Library currently maintains outdoor Sidewalk Service hours on
Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-1, until further notice.



The Huntington Beach Library
Makerspace has appointments
available weekly for patrons to
use all of the exciting and
innovative equipment offered. 
 The open hours are on
Tuesdays and Thursdays
between 2-6 p.m., and
Saturdays between 10 a.m. -
2.p.m. 
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MAKER SPACE
APPOINTMENTS

To inquire about available spaces, users can visit the library’s webpage at
www.hbpl.org, click on “Services,” and select “Makerspace.” Once at the
Makerspace webpage, clicking on the blue box labeled “Makerspace
Appointments” will take them to the schedule of available appointments.  
 Alternatively, appointments can be made by clicking on this link
https://hbpl.libguides.com/makerspace. All participants must sign the
Makerspace Use and Safety policy and submit it to the coach before using any
of the equipment. 

Children and their families are
invited to watch a very special
online storytime coming up on
Monday, July 26 at 10 a.m.  Visit
the Library’s Storytime channel
here to attend a virtual “storytime at
the wetlands”, presented by the
Amigos de Bolsa Chica.  The
Amigos will be reading stories
about wetlands creatures and
conservation, sharing some of the
animals that live in the Bolsa Chica 

Wetlands, and singing some catchy tunes. Once there, participants can get
more information about visiting the wetlands with the family, as well as
download a wetlands scavenger hunt to complete during their visit!

YOUTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT – CHILDREN'S EVENT

https://hbpl.libguides.com/makerspace
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqxtebbOxTa9w1AttaahbiQ


The Senior Center in Central Park is proud to
announce a new exciting resource fair and festival
celebrating aging! Saturday, September 25, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We look forward to seeing smiles
once again!

Together Again will feature senior service
providers, as well as groups and organizations
making a difference in our community.
Representatives from the City including the 
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Library, Police and Fire Departments as well as cultural groups will bring a
wide range of diversity to the Senior Center in Central Park. Special
presentations will be held in the Center.

Together Again will give us a chance to reconnect with old friends and learn
about new resources and opportunities for growth. It is also a time to celebrate
the Center’s Fifth Anniversary. Since opening in 2016, over 10,000 people
have come through the doors, making the Center a showcase for Southern
California.

We continue to celebrate our long time partnership with the Huntington Beach
Council on Aging, which has allowed the Center to remain a leader in Senior
Services. The continued funding of direct services, including care
management, allow a significant number of seniors to age in place and
maintain their independence.

We miss you! Please join us for Together Again on September 25!
Sponsorships range from $400 to $5,000 and are selling out fast. Contact
Randy Pesqueira, rpesqueira@surfcity-hb.org/714-536-5543 for reservations
and information.
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Help the Community & Library Services Department shape the future of
Huntington Beach’s parks and facilities by sharing your feedback on two
important projects: The Parks & Recreation Master Plan Update and Edison
Park Conceptual Design! Please visit the project websites to provide your
feedback, get involved in future webinars and meetings, and to see the
progress on each project! 

P&R Master Plan: bit.ly/HBParksMasterPlan2021

Edison: bit.ly/hbedisonpark
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On June 25, Motor Officer Seeser responded to the scene of a hit and run
collision near Pacific Coast Highway and Seapoint. While at the scene, she
was able to get a general description of the suspect’s vehicle from witnesses.
Motor Officer Seeser reached out to Mandic Motors and provided them with the
suspect’s vehicle description in case they received a towing request for any
vehicles matching that description.

Later that night, Felimon Garcia Jr., a driver at Mandic Motors, called HBPD
and informed dispatchers he had just towed a car matching the suspect’s
vehicle description and provided the address in Cypress of where he had
towed it. Officers drove to the location, identified the vehicle, and through
some additional investigative work (some of which involved Snapchat), Officers
were able to arrest the suspect and take him to jail for the crime of hit and run.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Mandic Motors Driver Assists with Apprehension of
Hit and Run Driver



Maggie, a Marine Corps Veteran who served in the Gulf War, was the happy
recipient of a vehicle donated by The Deserted Military M.C. and ExperTec
Automotive.

Maggie is a single mom who works hard at the VA Hospital to support herself
and her daughter, but was finding it challenging to get to and from work in
Long Beach without a vehicle. When ExperTec contacted our Homeless Task
Force looking for a Veteran in need of a vehicle, they called Hope Chapel
Huntington Beach who knew Maggie was the perfect person. 
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Homeless Task Force Works with Community Partners
to Donate Vehicle to Marine Corps Vet 



The National Night Out Event is a
community-building campaign that
encourages neighbors, businesses and
law enforcement to build and maintain
positive partnerships. The safety of our
community is undoubtedly our top priority
and the key to building safe communities
starts with getting to know your local
officers, the businesses in your area, and
your neighbors. In addition, it is a great
way to learn and share about the
resources offered in our city and/or
county. 
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WE'RE HIRING OFFICERS!

The HBPD is currently seeking
individuals for the following roles: 
• Police Recruit
• Police Officer (Experienced)
• Communications Operator
(Trainee)
• Communications Operator
(Experienced)

We are looking for hardworking
candidates ready and willing to be
of service to the Huntington Beach
community. 

To learn more, visit www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/jobs

Save the Date - Huntington Beach Police Department
National Night Out Event

Tuesday, August 3, 2021, from 5 - 7 p.m.
 Michael E. Rodgers Senior Center – 1706 Orange Ave.

 
For questions, contact Virginia Clara at 714-536-5245 or vclara@hbpd.org

http://www.huntingtonbeachca.gov/jobs


It's with great sadness that we all mourn the loss of  one of our local legends –
Rick Fignetti – or as everyone knew him - Rockin' Fig – owner of the Rockin’
Fig Surf Headquarters on Main Street.

We lost him last week due to a heart attack at age 64. And honestly, this one is
really tough for our tight knit community in Surf City, but beyond as well as Fig
was so well known all over the globe.

A 10-time West Coast Surfing Champion and two-time national champion,
Fignetti was usually seen surfing the Huntington Beach Pier most mornings.
Rockin' Fig was inducted into both the Surfing Walk of Fame and Hall of Fame
in HB, and his iconic store, Rockin' Fig Surf Headquarters in Downtown, was
home base for so many incredible surfers.  He was also our official and
unofficial master of ceremonies, sharing his authentic style during events like
the Blessing of Waves.  

We will miss him terribly.  He was a dynamic person - warm, competitive, fair,
strong, welcoming, fierce, hard-working, dedicated - who loved his City, and we
loved him back. Next Tuesday, July 27 at Surf City Nights in front of Surf City
Ale House, Don Ramey’s band will play in honor of Fig from 5 to 6:30pm – and
I know many of us will be there to pay tribute to the one and only Rockin’ Fig.
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THE MAYOR'S CORNER - BY K IM CARR

HONORING RICK "ROCKIN FIG" FIGNETTI
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This month, the City recognized Robyne Wood of Robyne's Nest with the
Making a Difference Award for exceptional community service to HB!

Founded in 2015, Robyne's Nest provides at-risk and/or homeless high school
students with resources to navigate the challenges of adolescence to
adulthood. The non-profit offers basic necessities, security, routine and a place
to belong. It also provides academic support to help students complete high
school.

Robyne's Nest also offers life skills classes focused on education, wellness,
employment, housing, and finances - tools that will help lift them out of
homelessness and towards self-sufficiency. Since Robyne’s Nest opened, they
have helped more than 100 students graduate from high school and assisted
hundreds more through grab-n-go school pantries and holiday break food to-go
bags.

Congratulations to Robyne for bringing this organization to life and truly making
a positive difference for the youth in our community!
https://www.robynesnest.org/

 

https://www.robynesnest.org/
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EDWARDS VARSITY TRACT WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT
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SAYBROOK SEWER LIFT STATION

Dewatering wells were installed within the wet well footprint to enable
dewatering of the site during excavation. Groundwater removal efforts have
been successful to this point, allowing excavation to proceed to a depth of
approximately 18’. The bottom of the excavation will reach 28’ before wet well
construction activities will begin. At this point further reinforcement of the
shoring is being installed before further digging can occur. This is
demonstrated in the photo below. This project is scheduled to be completed
winter 2022.
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SLATER ROOF REPLACEMENT
 The roof replacement project is in

the final weeks of completion at
the Slater Storm Drain Pump
Station. Some major tasks for the
project have successfully been
completed including; damaged
wood replacement, roof shingle
and the pump station muffler
installation. This project is
scheduled to be completed in early
July, 2021.

Construction is currently underway
on Garfield Avenue from Main St.
to Delaware. The base layer of the
new asphalt concrete is complete
and the cap is being installed the
week of 7/12. The 2” cap layer of
this street has incorporated a
recycled rubber material that 

ARTERIAL REHABILITATION PROJECT
NEWLAND, BROOKHURST, GARFIELD, ATLANTA

supports sustainable processes for our street rehabilitation projects. The photo
below shows the base layer being installed on July 12.  The recently
rehabilitated segment of Atlanta Ave. from Delaware to Beach, had traffic loops
restored and was striped the week of 7/5. This project will be under
construction through the summer 2021.
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SLATER SEWER LIFT STATION
 
 

Construction continues in constructing the wet well structure. The contractor
applied water proofing (CCW MiraDri) application to exterior walls and placed
first lift of concrete slurry backfill. Removal of shoring and structure backfill will
continue for several weeks. In addition, the contractor completed installation of
the 10” sewer line that will connect sewer manhole # 2 to manhole # 3. A new
15” sewer line between manhole # 1 and manhole # 2 is completed and street
repair preparations started on Springdale Street.  

RESIDENTIAL OVERLAY OF ZONE 3

The contractor has commenced on the grinding and paving of the residential
streets in Zone 3. This project has paved a quarter of the scheduled one
hundred and thirty residential streets. The grinding and paving of the project is
anticipated to be completed in early July, 2021.  
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WATER LINE RELIABILITY IMPROVEMENTS ON PCH

The Utilities Division transferred 20 service lines from an existing 3" water line
to a nearby 14" water line on PCH in Sunset Beach, from Park Avenue to 16th
Street. The 3" line is located underneath the sidewalk along the north side of
PCH and was installed in 1958. The line has become increasingly difficult to
repair due to limited parts availability and its proximity to homes, businesses,
and other utilities. Reconnecting the service lines to the nearby 14" water line
will make it easier to repair in the future and improves long-term reliability for
the businesses and residents.

BEACH FRONTAGE ROAD – CDS UNIT MAINTENANCE
Utilities Division field crews
began maintenance on
continuous deflection units
(CDS) throughout the City,
prioritizing the CDS units along
the Beach Frontage Road.
Proper maintenance of the units
helps prevent trash and
pollutants from contaminating
our beaches, and is a
requirement of our National 

Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit. Maintenance of all
CDS units will be complete by the end of next week in preparation of this year’s
Independence Day holiday activities.
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WATER LINE REPAIR ON ISLANDER AVENUE

 On Friday, June 11, the Utilities Division
completed the repair of an 8-inch water
line on Islander Avenue. The water line
was 50 years old and had ruptured in two
locations. On Wednesday morning (6/9),
Utilities Division staff was notified of a
water line break that flooded the street
and lifted the roadway, affecting water
service to 24 residential customers. Field
crews arrived onsite at 10:30 a.m. and
worked until 11 p.m. to repair the pipe
and restore water service. Roadway
repairs were completed two days later
with vehicular access fully restored on
June 11.

WATER LINE REPAIR ON LAMOND DRIVE

On Monday, June 14, Utilities Division
field staff performed an emergency repair
to fix a six-inch water line on Lamond
Drive. The pipe was over 50 years old
and cracked along the underside. Staff
provided advance notification to 15
residential homes stating that their water
service would be shutoff for a few hours
to perform the repair. Field staff restored
water service by approximately 8:30 p.m.
and completed the repair effort by
midnight. 
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